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dry, child care, and gardening, they found a ready
supply of those men and women who were known
to them as the “swamp people.” “Swamp people”
came in the early morning and returned to the
swamp in the late evening.
Living in a swamp, a vast uninhabitable
wetland, was an intolerable choice to most summer visitors who had homes along the coastal regions of Virginia and the Carolinas. Yet, as Marcus
Nevius, shows us in his research in City of Refuge:
Slavery and Petit Marronage in the Great Dismal
Swamp 1763-1856, the maroons defined a life for
themselves and sustained economies that gave
them the free life they yearned to achieve.
Marcus P. Nevins presents a fascinating
and enlightening look at the lives of maroons. He
helps us to understand the history of people who
rejected the underground railroads as a means of
escape from slavery and chose to enter the swamp
regions to avert capture and use their abilities and
skills to carve out a life for themselves. These men,
women, and families established an informal
slave’s economy, petit marronage, which spread
along the Atlantic coastline/swamp regions.
Nevins’ research divided into chapters, 1-6
provide rich information on the in-depth life and
times of life and economies of those who chose to
live in the Great Dismal Swamp between 17631856. Particularly interesting is the Epilogue
“From Log Cabin to the Pulpit” William H. Robinson and the Late Nineteenth-Century Legacy of
Petit Marronage, p. 103. There are illustrations
throughout the text and a Notes and Index section, p. 109 and 141. Recommended for academic,
public, and historical collections libraries.

supported by Notes, p. 295, Bibliography, p. 333,
and an Index, p. 35l-363. A daunting task by author, Jennifer Ritterhouse, to document the travels in 1937 of Jonathan Daniels, a newspaper publisher who set out to learn about the changes taking place across his “homeland,” the Southern
United States.
On May 5, 1937, Jonathan Worth Daniels,
a brilliant, young white newspaper editor “set out
on a ten-state driving tour of his native south with
the goal of writing a book” (Introduction, p.1).
With a driving tour and a determination to see
and experience if the South was actually the place
he perceived as halfway between “Erskine Caldwell’s Tobacco Road and Margaret Mitchell’s Gone
with the Wind.”
Daniels searched interviews, community
meetings, one on one discussions from town to
town, traveling in his car and stopping for food
and visits with people along the way. Individuals
who volunteered to talk were the hitchhikers and
others in the streets Daniels met. All waited to
share news of how the economy, medical communities, and family histories changed and grew.
Ritterhouse displays detailed interviews
and document research to enlighten the changes
that occurred in the 1930s in the South where
Daniels traveled. Recommended for academic,
public, and archival libraries.
Carol Walker Jordan, Ph.D., MLIS

Fugitivism: Escaping Slavery in the
Lower Mississippi Valley, 1820-1860
S. Charles Bolton
Fayetteville: University of
Arkansas Press, 2019
ISBN: 9781682260999
312 p. $34.95 (Hbk)

Carol Walker Jordan, Ph.D., MLIS.

Discovering the South: One Man’s
Travels through A Changing America
in the 1930s

“During the antebellum
years, over 750,000 enslaved
people were taken to the
Lower Mississippi Valley,
where two-thirds of them were sold in the slave
markets of New Orleans, Natchez, and Memphis” (Cover).
S. Charles Bolton’s research is presented
in the studies he has conducted on fugitivism in

Jennifer Ritterhouse
Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2017
ISBN: 9781469630946
384 p. $34.95 (Hbk)
This book is divided into ten
Chapters, illustrated with 26
black and white photographs,
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the lower Mississippi Valley. During the antebellum years, Bolton relied heavily on advertisements, court records, and newspaper accounts to
document how enslaved people became runaways
escaping torture, health issues, horrible living conditions, and murder. Vivid accounts are given of
runaways being beaten, attacked by massive dogs,
hanged, raped, and treated inhumanely by owners
and others who may have lived within the boundaries of where the runaways were captured.
Excellent research is provided in a group
of tables, such as Table 1: Lower Mississippi Valley
Runaway Slave Database of 1396 individuals between 1831-1860, Table 2: Runaways by Owners
and Advertisers, Table 3: Out of State Destinations, reported by Owners and Jailers, Table 5:
Age of Runaway Slaves, and etc. (p. 134-235).
S. Charles Bolton offers a fascinating review of travels and writings by Frederick Law
Olmsted in the mid-1850s. Olmsted wrote letters
to describe his observations and interviews with
slave owners and runaway slaves. These were published in the Times in 1852 and 1853 in a series
titled “The South” (p. 17).
This book is recommended for public libraries, academic libraries, theological libraries,
and archival societies. See Postscript, p. 229, Appendix, p. 233, Notes, p. 237, Bibliography, p. 265,
and Index, p. 283.

National Park, sewing classes with ladies of the
church, summers in Bible School, and week long
camping adventures at the Baptist Conference
Center in Ridgecrest, North Carolina. From age 12
to age 17, I maintained this strong affiliation to the
faith and life of a small town Baptist community of
believers. However, as I grew and became an intense reader and lover of the Kings Mountain Public Library, my dedication to the Baptist faith
weakened and I wandered beyond the personal
and social lives I lived before.
Vic Sizemore’s writing about his exodus
from the evangelical faith revealed some of the
same awakenings I experienced. If anyone has
experienced life in a small southern town as I, Vic
Sizemore’s Goodbye, My Tribe is an all-consuming
narrative. Broken into life chapters and colored
with his passionate tales of life in an evangelical
setting, Vic Sizemore will keep you under the spell
of his life. This may help you to understand by
relating to him why he says “Goodbye, My Tribe.”
Recommended for public, academic, theological, and seminary libraries. See his Conclusion
on pages 153-158, and Works Cited, pages 158167.
Carol Walker Jordan, Ph.D., MLIS

Home Without Walls: Southern
Baptist Women and Social Reform in
the Progressive Era
Carol Crawford Holcomb
Tuscaloosa: University of
Alabama Press, 2020
IBSN: 9780817320546
264 p. $49.95 (Hbk)

Carol Walker Jordan, Ph.D., MLIS

Goodbye, My Tribe: An Evangelical
Exodus

“The Progressive Era was a period of widespread social activism and political reform across
the United States that spanned the 1890s to the
1920s. The main objectives of the Progressive
movement were addressing problems caused by
industrialization, urbanization, immigration, and
political corruption” (Cover).
The Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU),
founded in 1888, became a voice for Southern
Baptist women who were formulating the “social
gospel.” Made up of the social elite of Baptist
women (in response to the activities of the Methodist and Presbyterian women’s groups), these
activist Baptist women moved to form an initiative
--the emerging “social gospel” movement.
Carol Holcomb presents interesting documentation on how the WMU was able to shift

Vic Sizemore
Tuscaloosa: University of
Alabama Press, 2020
ISBN: 9780817320577
184 p. $29.95 (Hbk)
When I was twelve, I walked
down the center aisle of the
First Baptist Church in Kings
Mountain, North Carolina, and confessed my sins
to Jesus. I asked to be accepted into the church
family. At the time I spent hours each week in
church activities— morning Sunday School, Sunday Evening Training School, Wednesday night
Youth Dinners, and Thursday night Choir Practice. Throughout the year I went on hay rides provided by my Sunday School teachers, hot dog
roasts at Lake Crawford and the Kings Mountain
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